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Abstract : Using a new technique to solve the kinetic equation including bose statis-

tics, we show that the shape of the pion  transverse momentum spectrum is sensitive

to the hadronization time in ultrarelativistic heavy ion collisions. The magnitude of

the soft pion  component observed in central 200 GeV/n  0 + Au collisions can be

reproduced with a hadronization time of about 7 fm/c.  This explanation implies that

the hadrons are produced out of chemical equilibrium.

PACS numbers: 05.20.Dd,  05.3O.Jp,  12.38.Mh,  13.85.Hd,  25.70.N~
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