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Abstract: The Boltzmann equation with bosonic factors in the collision
integral is solved for an expanding gas of mesons modelling the central ra-
pidity region of central I60 on Au collisions at 200 GeV/nucleon.  The ?r -  ?r
scattering-amplitude used in the collision integral is derived from a Bethe-
Goldstone equation incorporating in-medium effects, and it is strongly re-
duced compared to the free space amplitude. Mean field effects are not
included. In the purely pionic  scenario, it is found that thermalization suffi-
cient to explain the experimentally observed low-momentum peak in the pion
spectra can be achieved if a hadronization time of N  4.5 fm/c is assumed. In-
clusion of the mesonic  resonances reduces the effects of statistics as the pion
phase space density is lower. Consequently a much shorter hadronization
time of N  1 fm/c is needed to describe the low pl data.


























